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tions. In silence tliey awaited the approach, of the
enemy, and soon the tramping of horses' feet announc-
ed their approach,, but when within a few yards of the
house they halted, and were overheard by one of the
skulking slaves, maturing their plans and mode of
attack. There was great hesitancy expressed by a
part of the company to engage in the affair at all.

"Coming events cast their shadow before."

The majority, however, seemed to think it safe enough,
and uttered expressions of triumph that they had got
the rascals at last.

"Are you not afraid that they will resist? " said
the weaker party.

*' Resist ? " was the astonished answer. " This old
fellow, the Colonel, has pampered and indulged his
slaves, it is true, and they have slipped through our
fingers whenever we have attempted to chastise them;
but they are not such fools as to dare, resistance!
Those niggers know as well as we, that it is death, by
the law of the State, for a slave to strike a white man."

"Very true," said the other, "but it is dark and
long past midnight, and beside they have been indulg-
ing their appetites, and we cannot tell what they may
attempt to do."

"Pshaw!" he answered, contemptuously, "they are
unarmed, and I should not fear in the least, to go in
among them alone, armed only with rny cowhide 1 "dles, or otherwise unfit them for
